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Lincoln CAFP RS

A new overhead-valve V8 engine, pioneering suspension and smart styling
made the 1954 Lincoln one of the quickest and most roadable luxury cars mm’:ﬂ”r"&"
of its time—so much so that it even won the Carrera Panamericana. Dearborn, Michigan.

“...speed and agility.”

“By 1950s standards, the 1954 Lincoln Capri was an exceptional car to drive,
in terms of handling and performance. For three years running, the Capri

took first and second place in the Pan Americana Road

Race in Mexico—a testament to jts

excellent handling capabilities and

reliability over the roughest terrain.

There was even a popular song written

about it—Hot Rod Lincoln—praising

the car’s speed and agility.”

Tasteful use of chrome in the cabin helped
give the Capri ground-breaking styling
impact on the inside as well as out.




Revolutionary front
suspension

In addition to a stiff
chassis, Lincolns of this
era also benefited from

a revolutionary new front
suspension setup. Ball-
joint suspension with
MacPhersan struts
proved to be much

more flexible and rugged
than traditional kingpins—
ideal for arduous racing
conditions.
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Triumphs in the Pan Americana Mexican Road Race moved Lincoln
upmarket in consumers’ imaginations. The marque was once again
perceived as competing with Cadillac, Packard and Imperial.

Powerful OHV V&

Linceln engineers succeeded in coaxing more power from the
overhead valve 317-cubic inch V8. First introduced in 1952, it was the
first overhead-valve engine ever to be offered in a Lincoln. Initially
output was a mere 160 bhp, but by 1954 it was up to 205 bhp
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Stiff chassis l

Wraparound bumper

Wraparound bumpers give the
1954 Lincoln Capri greater visual
impact than its predecessor, as
do the torpedo-like protrusions
at the front, called "dagmars.”

The chassis is regarded as the Capri's great strength.
Featuring additional K-braces with six crossmembers,
stiffer rear springs and massive brake drums, it

had the control and torsional stiffness needed

for success in the Pan Americana Mexican

Road Race for three consecutive years.
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CURRENT VALUE
53,100-526,000
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29,552

UNDER THE SKIN

than eight counterbalances (rather than the usual
six). It is also highly suited to tuning; from an
initial output of 160 bhp, Lincoln engineers
managed to get 205 bhp out of it by 1954. And
aftermarket items such as oversize inlet valves,
mechanical cam followers and truck cams meant
it was possible to coax up to 300 bhp from it.

The 1952-1954 Lincolns could be very lavishly equipped.

All mod cons

Not many cars can claim
both luxury and perfor-
mance—the 1954 Lincoln
Capri can. The option list
was extraordinary: power-
operated leather seats,
power windows, power
steering and brakes, and
even a Hydramatic
automatic transmission.
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