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A good way to describe the alluring Lincoln-built Continental Mark Il is a
reincarnated Duesenberg. Extremely expensive, it was also superbly built and :;:;‘::egi:;iom S
handsome despite its huge size and satisfyingly powerful engine. Motor Co., Detroit

VITAL STATISTICS

112 mph

”M . g "Ford wanted the driver to feel special in this expensive two-door coupe,

-'“ 10.5 sec. and in that they certainly succeeded. Once settled in behind the typically
V8 large steering wheel, your view is superb—

m 368 c.i. a curved windshield opens out onto

a hood that seems to go on forever.

285 bhp at . : i
mm 4,800 rpm Fire it up and the V8 rumble is familiar.
There is plenty of power, but the best

L 401 Ib-ft at , , .

2,800 rpm way to enjoy the Continental is to allow
-&_”4'825 Ibs. the smooth column-shifted automatic

= transmission to do all the work.”
[Gasmileage: 12 mpg

-: 749,695 The interior is swathed in leather, has plush
: carpeting and power seats.

“ ..effortless to drive.”
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William Clay Ford's brain storm, the Continental Mark i, was a brave
attempt to outdo even Cadillac. Certainly the car was more expensive Hand-tailored build

than any Cadillac, and Ford lost a reputed $1,000 on every car sold. The bodies of the Mark Ii
were trial fitted to the

Hand picked mechanicals
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BODY/CHASSIS

Lush cabin

The styling is simpl
i , rather th
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. It is garnished with cloth
Scottish 'Bridge of




VALUE GUIDE

ORIGINAL PRICE

Four wheel

T Hand built

The unique thing about the
Continental Mark Il is that

the rest of the 1956 Lincoln range,
but has a unique “cow-belly’ chassis.
There are coil springs at the front and
semi-elliptic leaf springs at the rear.
The transmission is the new-for-1956

Hand picked V8 power

The V8 engine installed in the Continental
Mark Il is the same 368-cubic inch motor
used by all 1956 Lincolns—an enlarged
version of the familiar Ford/Lincoln Y-block
but with a bigger bore and stroke. The real
difference is engines that were fitted to the
Continental were all hand picked off the
line, ensuring the best and most powerful
units were installed. Additionally, every
engine was adjusted prior to being fitted.
The power output in 1956 was 285 bhp,
which increased to 300 bhp in 1957 due

to a higher compression ratio.

Turbe-Drive and both the steering
and brakes are power operated.

Two valves

Carefully tuned
Cast-iron before fitting
construction

1956

§9.695

CURRENT VALUE

$12,000-525,000

PRODUCTION TOTAL

101 mih 12.1 sec.

3,000

112 mph 10.5 sec.
é TR

110 mph

11.4 sec.

Rare 1957

Because it was made for
only two seasons, the
Mark Il is extremely rare,
but the 1957 model is by
far the more scarce (444
cars compared with 2,556
of the 1956 model). The
ideal find would be an
untouched original car
with air conditioning.
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