USA 1968-1971

Lincoln COMN T IINEN T Al IViik

The personal stamp of Henry Ford Il sealed the place of Lincoln’s new luxury
coupe. It assumed the MKIIl badge to mark it out as the spiritual successor to Prasheend by

the great MKII of 1956-57. It's an honor the distinctive car deserved. Ford Motor Company,
Detroit, Michigan.

.plenty of performance.”

“There is a feeling of something special when you climb into the MKIl and
stare down America‘’s longest hood. One-hundred and fifty pounds of

sound deadener makes the engine barely audible, yet the

big V8 packs plenty of performance.

The super-smooth Turbo-Drive auto

transmission perfectly complements its

unruffled persona. In the MKIll leisure

is everything, as illustrated by the soft

suspension, which allows it to float over

the bumpiest of surfaces.”

Leather and wood combined to produce a
cabin that exudes comfort and luxury.
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America’s longest hood

At more than six feet long, the
MKIII's hood was longer than
anything else being made at
the time. The long hood/short
deck look was typical of the
Continental style.

Rivaling Cadillac’s new Eldorado luxury coupe, the Lincoln Continental
MKIIl brought a touch of the baroque to the genre. Based on the Ford

I
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Thunderbird platform, it was the Blue Oval's most prestigious model.

Standard slushbox C6 Power brakes

Select-Shift Turbo-Drive three-speed
automatic transmission was standard.

Power-assisted brakes were standard, .
with 11.7-inch front discs and big

As an option, you could select rear drums. They are needed to stop |
a different axle ratio and order a this portly car, which weighs well
limited-slip differential. over twa tons.

Continental-style trunklid

The trunk hump used the spare wheel mounting
of the very first Lincoln Continental.
It reestablished the idea for future models.

Thunderbird chassis

Unlike the Continental Sedan, the MKIIl has a separate
steel chassis. This was stretched to 124 inches for the
MKIlIs successor, the giant Continental MKIV.

Flamboyant styling

Henry Ford Il selected the
final choice from many design
submissions. The details evoke
a former age of coachbuilt
designs, notably the upright
grill, flowing wheel arches
and a unique rear end.
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SPECIAL FEATURES
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ORIGINAL PRICE

1969

56,471

CURRENT VALUE

$1,800-55,000

PRODUCTION TOTAL

79,381

Front discs brakes Livesear axle wf:ﬁl:;: COD Ven ﬁﬂna’

Lincoin’s thinking about
construction
changed from the
innovative integral
construction of the
existing Continental
back to separate-chassis
construction. It shares its 117.2-
inch wheelbase chassis with the Ford
Thunderbird. This was a conventional
package, with a live axle sitting on leaf
springs, front A-arms and a front anti-
roll bar. Select-5hift Turbo-Drive three-
speed automatic was standard,

Big block V8 as was pawer steering.

tﬂilipﬂll‘lg front
suspension

Full-size power
The MKIIl arrived at the peak of Detroit’s engine
displacement curve and the 460-cubic inch V8
motor under its hood was right up there with

the biggest of them, though fractionally smaller
than the 462-cubic inch engine in the Continental.
The 460 was a new engine for 1968, fitted
exclusively to the MKIll model that year, but
going into other Lincolns in subsequent years.

It is a standard design of a cast-iron block and
head and two valves per cylinder. With a four-
barrel carburetor and 10.5:1 comprassion ratio,
the power output is 365 bhp at 4,600 rpm.

Even more impressive is the 500 |b-ft.

Magical mark

There is something special
about the MKIIl that no
other Lincoln can boast—

Il took in the car. Plus, with
its coachbuilder-designed
trim and hood, the MKIII
will always be mare
desirable than Lincoln’s
follow-up, the MKIV.
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