USA 1977-1979

Lincoln COMNE S SNV | /AL VIR V

Looking almost exactly like its Mastodon predecessor, the Mark
V was in reality a much lighter car. It was still huge, however,
but proved that even in the energy-conscious 1970s, some ProSishs =

“ . Ford Motor Co.,
buyers still wanted big, luxury coupes. Dearborn, Michigan

VITAL STATISTICS “...glitz on four wheels.”

h
: "An appropriate description of the Mark V is perhaps ‘glitz on four

wheels.” Smooth velour upholstery and woodgrain trim take you back
to the late-1970s disco era. Softly sprung, the Mark V
pitches and wallows over bumpy
roads and leans through corners.
Although a smog-controlled engine
lies under the hood, this Lincoln is still
effortless to drive and never runs out
of breath. It is big on the outside but
feels intimate once you are inside.”

The 1978 Diamond Jubilee edition has real
ebony woodgrain and unigue upholstery.




inon CONTINENTAL MK V=

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

In an era where disco music and three-piece leisure suits were all the i ENGINE
rage, the Continental Mk V with its designer trim and luxury gadgets ::MW—WN_M_
s e Diamond Jubilee edition,
was the perfect set of wheels for the upper-middle class. offered exclusively for 1978,
was distinguished by special
Diamond Blue or Jubilee Geld
metallic paint, body colored
bumper anindi, s!:nec'u:jl opera
windows and a lavish Valino
Mammoth V8 vinyl covering on the trunk
As one of the largest engines ever built, the 460-cubic lid cove.
inch V& may have onl{ had 210 bhp, but with 357 Ib-ft \ 3 {
of torque it was ideal for comfortable cruisers like the e —— A Five-mph bumpers
Mk V. Tough emissions regulations meant that this 1 i
engine was not available on Mk Vs sold in California. Fram 1974, all cars were required to be able to
- withstand 5-mph shunts without sustaining
damage. The Mk ¥ has hefty steel bumpers
mounted on hydraulic rams. They are pushed
inward upon impact and bounce back to
their original position.
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Steel-baited tires Sure Track four-wheel disc brakes were available

By the mid-1970s, radial tires were as a $296 option in 1978, It was a smart add-on,

a virtual industry standard. All Lincoln especially in view of the Mk V's torquey engine
Mk Vs rode on Michelin BSW 225/230x15 and massive 2-ton curb weight.

steel-bel{.ed radial;.n;inned aluminum
wheels were standard on the 1978
Diamaond Jubiles edition. -~ ooy e
&y

With corporate average fuel economy becoming an important

part of the automotive industry, the Mk V was offered with tall
rear axle ratios in an attempt to improve its gas mileage. A set
of 2.75:1 rear gears were fitted to 400-powered cars, while
those with the big 460 got even taller 2.50:1 cogs.
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exhaust, plus a low 8.0:1 compn-ﬂm
ratio. It was not available in 1979 models.

A lot for little

F= . A popular car in the late
1970s, the Continental Mk
V is not a favored collector's
car, which means reason-
ably priced examples can
/ } be easily found. Its blocky

1979 ~ styling may not win you

over initially, but it has

a special character that

modern cars cannot match.
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